Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

December 8, 2016

The Honorable Gene L. Dodaro

Comptroller General of the United States

United States Government Accountability Office
441 G Street, NW

Washington, DC 20548

Dear Mr. Dodaro,

We are writing to respectfully request that the Government Accountability Office (GAO)
conduct a review of systems for accountability and transparency about intramural animal
research at federal agencies.

Recent cases of abuse, waste and accountability gaps documented by independent organizations
have highlighted the need for additional scrutiny of intramural animal research programs at
federal facilities. These instances include animal mistreatment and oversight failures at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Meat Animal Research Center, the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) long-standing chimpanzee research program being deemed “unnecessary,” and recent
reports documenting a lack of transparency about experiments on dogs by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, Department of Defense, Food and Drug Administration, NIH,
and Department of Veterans Affairs.’

Unfortunately, we have discovered it is impossible to determine what federal animal research
programs currently entail, what they cost and if they meet federal standards because of the
limited and decentralized information available publicly. Federal agencies are not currently
required to publicly report their total use of animals in research, do not publish noncompliance
reports and generally do not maintain searchable databases of animal research projects with
information about their purpose, methods, results, and cost.

In addition to concerns about public disclosure, recent Congressional Research Service inquiries
by Members of Congress reveal that some agencies do not internally track their laboratory
animal use, what animal research projects they are conducting, or what these projects cost.
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Such transparency and accounting deficiencies prevent assessments by Congress and the public
of the cost-efficiency and effectiveness of what we estimate to be a multi-billion-dollar
government enterprise.

Congressional concern about animal research oversight and accountability is not new. The GAO
has a long history of offering Congress prudent analyses and recommendations that have
improved the management, oversight and efficiency of federally-funded animal research
programs. Previous GAO studies of animal research conducted and funded by various agencies
have identified issues mcludlng ‘inadequate public disclosure,”*’ insufficient over51ght and
failure to track program costs,® and mlsmanagement of programs designed to improve animal
welfare and save taxpayers money.’ Our research indicates that problems previously identified
by GAO have persisted.

In view of concerns about the accountability and openness of federal animal research programs,
we request that GAO:

e Identify which federal agencies currently conduct animal research and testing
¢ Identify and assess systems used by each agency for informing Congress and the public
about the purpose, status, outcomes and cost of all recent and ongoing animal research

and testing projects

e Identify and assess systems used by each agency for tracking and publicly reporting the
total number of animals used and the nature of their use in research and testing

e Identify and assess systems used by each agency for tracking and publicly reporting
animal research noncompliance in their laboratories

e Identify and assess systems used by each agency for tracking and publicly reporting
spending on the development and use of alternatives to animal testing

e Determine how much each agency spent on animal research and testing in FY16
e Determine how many animals each agency used for research and testing in FY16

e Determine what improvements can be made to federal animal research reporting systems
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Once again, we appreciate GAQO’s assistance with this effort and look forward to hearing from
you.

Sincerely,
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DINA TITUS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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