
July 8, 2025

The Honorable Jay Bhattacharya, M.D., Ph.D. 
Director 
National Institutes of Health 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

RE: Terminating NIH Funding for Fauci Dog and Cat Experiments 

Director Bhattacharya:

As Congress begins its  work to implement the Trump Administration’s request for a 40 percent cut to the
National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  budget  in  Fiscal  Year  2026,  we  are  writing  to  request  that  the  you
immediately terminate funding for barbaric dog and cat experiments approved by Dr. Anthony Fauci and his
Biden-era successors at the National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).  Last year, we sent a
letter asking Fauci’s successor, Biden-Harris NIAID Director Dr. Jeanne Marrazzo, to cut funding for Fauci’s
animal labs, but the request was blatantly ignored.1,2   Since you recently closed the NIH’s last in-house beagle
lab, we are optimistic that we can work together to swiftly address this situation.3

We  are  sending  this  request  with  considerable  urgency  because  numerous  media  reports  and  ongoing
investigations by the non-profit group White Coat Waste, have documented how the NIH continues to renew
and fund dozens of Dr. Fauci’s disturbing experiments on dogs and cats in labs around the world, in which
animals are infested with insects, infected with viruses, force-fed experimental drugs, and killed.  Even U.S.
Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy has repeatedly criticized Fauci’s beagle labs in recent
years.4, 5, 6

In June 2024, Dr. Fauci admitted to the House Committee on Oversight and Accountability that he personally
signed off on these egregious animal tests.7  Even though he retired at the end of 2022, many of these harmful
experiments he approved are alive and well, with some scheduled to be funded through 2031.
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Included in this ongoing list is a set of Fauci-funded experiments at the University of Missouri-Columbia where
400 beagle puppies are being infested with ticks for painful research, including tests in which pain relief is
intentionally  withheld.8  This  project  is  being  funded  by  four  separate  NIH,  totaling  in  $13.1  million  of
taxpayers’ money to date.9,  10,  11,  12  Two of these Fauci-funded NIAID grants for this beagle lab were renewed
during your tenure as NIH director, in April and June of this year.

This beagle lab is one of the troubling projects we flagged in our letter to the Biden-Harris NIH last year.
Another is an active $3.1 million NIAID grant that is being used to infect healthy cats with COVID and kill
them.13, 14

Previous investigations have prompted the cancellation of several dog and cat labs approved and funded by Dr.
Fauci because they were subsequently revealed to be completely unnecessary.15,  16  It is time to end this waste
and abuse for good.  The Trump Administration’s U.S. Navy just banned dog and cat research, and the NIH
should follow suit.17

We request  the NIH immediately terminate all  NIAID grants,  contracts,  cooperative agreements,  and other
funding for dog and cat research approved between November 2, 1984, when Fauci became NIAID chief, until
your start date of March 31, 2025, and prohibit all future NIH funding for harmful dog and cat testing.

Additionally, we request a list of all active grants, contracts, and other funding for dog and cat experiments from
NIAID and other NIH divisions.  For each project, please include:

 The start date and current end dates,
 Cost to taxpayers to date,
 USDA pain category,
 Number of animals proposed,
 Funding recipient, and 
 Location of such research, including the city, state, and country.
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Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter. We respectfully request a response by July 31, 2025, to
ensure we are delivering on the President’s promise to eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse.

Sincerely,

Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S.
Member of Congress

Harriet M. Hageman
Member of Congress

Daniel Webster
Member of Congress

Marjorie Taylor Greene
Member of Congress

Nancy Mace
Member of Congress

Elijah Crane
Member of Congress

Scott Perry
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Michael Cloud
Member of Congress

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress

Pat Fallon
Member of Congress
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