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COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy:

In December, the 2026 National Defense Authorization Act was signed into law and included our
bipartisan language cutting funding for the Pentagon’s most painful (USDA pain categories D
and E) research on dogs and cats.!

Given this major development to end cruel and unnecessary taxpayer-funded testing on animals
widely considered by Americans to be pets and family members, we are writing to inquire about
the National Institutes of Health’s (NIH) progress to ‘phase out’ funding for harmful research on
cats and dogs, which it said it was committed to last July.?

We appreciate your leadership on reducing animal testing and your agency’s decision to close the
NIH’s last intramural dog research laboratory last year.* At the same time, we are concerned by
NIH grant records obtained by the non-profit watchdog White Coat Waste and associated press
reports which indicate the NIH awarded millions in funding to new research projects involving
painful and deadly experiments on dogs and cats in the U.S. and in foreign countries throughout
fiscal year 2025.4%¢
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Add1t1ona11y, the NTH has contlnued to extend financial support for ex1st1ng dog and cat research
despite apparently having the autHority to discontinue the funding. 7:8,9 :

We were troubled to learn throughout the last year, and as recently as January 2026, NIH
renewed funding for grants which involve inducing strokes in puppies and kittens, breeding dogs
to suffer from blindness and bleeding disorders, and other abusive experiments.

'By.February 20, 2026, we respectfully. request a detailed update on all steps the NIH has taken to

phase out funding for dog and cat research since NTH leadership committed to doing so in July
2025. If it has not already done so, we also request NIH adopt a policy prohibiting new and
existing projects from using NIH funds to support harmful dog and cat research.

* Our bipartisan work has led to the elimination of funding for cruel and outdated dog and cat
research at the Department of Veterans Affairs and, most recently, the Department of War.

As the world’s single largest funder of biomedical research, the NIH should institute similar
reforms to modernize research, save countless dogs and cats from unnecessary harm at
taxpayers’ expense, and set an example other public and private funders will follow.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely.

Napcy Mace
Member of Congress
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